
 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

From:  The Honourable Madame Justice Wendy L. MacPherson 

Date:  July 2, 2020 

Re:  Court Re-opening SCJ (Family) (St. Catharines) 

I thought it would be helpful to provide some additional information about the court re-opening to 

occur on July 6th. 

There will be ONE courtroom available for in-person attendances. There is a limit as to the number 

of persons that can be in the courthouse. There is also a limit as to the number of persons that can 

be in the courtroom and strict protocols for cleaning in between attendances. As a result, the vast 

majority of court matters will NOT be in person attendances.  

The rescheduling of matters adjourned from March 17 to July 3 will be done by way of virtual 

assignment courts to be conducted on Zoom audio. 

In the first week back (July 6 – 9) there are 115 CAS matters that will need to be rescheduled. 

Unless you have communicated your availability with the trial coordinator by July 2 at 3:00 p.m., 

you must attend a virtual assignment court. 

In the second week (July 14 – 17) there are almost 400 family cases to be rescheduled. Unless you 

have communicated with the trial coordinator by July 8 at 3:00 p.m., you must attend a virtual 

assignment court. 

Some important dates and scheduling references: 

1. Child protection (CAS) lists will recommence on Monday, July 20 at 10 a.m. These 

will be held virtually with attendances to be set 15 minutes apart. These will take place 

each Monday (except when Monday falls on a holiday, in which case the list will be 

heard on the following Wednesday).   

 

2. Short motions will be set three per day (10:00 a.m.; 11:30 a.m.; and 2:30 p.m.) 

 

3. Conferences will be set four per day (10:00 a.m.; 11:30 a.m.; 2:00 p.m. (note earlier 

start time) and 3:30 p.m.) 
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For most weeks, there will be multiple judges available to hear motions and conferences – all of 

which will continue to be heard virtually via Zoom.   

4. Family assignment courts will resume starting Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. 

and will be held weekly. These will also be held virtually. Please note, as always, it is 

preferred that you arrange dates in advance through the trial coordinator. 

 

5. CAS matters and older family matters will be given priority for re-scheduling. 

 

6. First appearance dates (FA): Those matters that were to have taken place between 

March 17 and June 29 will be rescheduled for August, September and, if necessary, 

into October 2020.  New applications will be given FA dates in October 2020 or later. 

 

7. Mandatory Information Program (MIPS): Until further notice, these programs will be 

completed on-line and will be offered by the current provider AXIS Family Mediation 

Inc. Prior judicial approval to take the AXIS MIP program on-line is not required.  No 

in-person programs will be offered at this time.   

 

8. New applications and motions to change will now be issued at the counter. To limit 

attendances at the courthouse, these can also be submitted electronically by email, by 

mail or by courier. 

 

9. Dispute Resolution Officer Case Conferences (DRO): These conferences continue to 

be suspended until further notice. It is not expected that these will resume until 

September 2020 at the earliest. While the usual first step on a motion to change would 

be setting a DRO case conference, for now, such case conferences will be scheduled 

in front of a judge. 

 

10. Trials: There will be no trial sittings in St. Catharines in 2020.  

 

The next trial sittings (three weeks) will take place commencing on January 18, 2021. 

 

CAS trials will be scheduled in 2020 subject to availability of the courtroom and based 

on priority. CAS summary judgment motions will take place in the courtroom. 

 

11. Trial Scheduling Conferences (TSC) for 2021 trials will not be scheduled for a date 

prior to October 2020. 

Finally, reference should also be made to:  

a) The most recent Central South Notice to the Profession (June 26, 2020);  

b) The St. Catharines and Welland Notice Re: Adjourned Child Protection and 

Family Matters (June 26, 2020); and  
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c) The Central South Protocol Re: Family and Child Protection Matters (April 7, 

2020)  

All of these can be found at: 

https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/notice-to-the-profession 

 

This is an unprecedented situation that we are in due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

I sincerely hope that there will be a high level of cooperation and courtesy extended to counsel, 

court staff and the judiciary as we work together to return to partial re-opening of the Superior 

Court (Family) and eventually a return to full operation of the SCJ court and court services.  

Please be patient and know that we will attempt to deal with any difficulties as they may arise. 

 

 

Justice W.L. MacPherson 

/mh 
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